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SUNUM

979-1986 yillar1 arasinda Prof. Kenan T. Erim tarafindan yapilan ka-
zilarda gtinisigina cikan ve antik dunyada bir benzeri daha bulunma-
yan, Sebasteion tapinagina ait, sanat degeri cok ytiksek kabartmalar,
nihayet sergileniyor.
Yillardan beri, her biri bir sanat saheseri olan bu kabartmalar kaz1 evinin
veya muzenin depolarinda, teshir edilecekleri uygun bir mekanin olusmasi-
n1 beklediler.
Geyre Vakf1 olarak hazirlattigimiz muhtelif projeler, cesitli yonleri ile, gerek
kendi aramizda gerek kaz1 heyeti tyeleri ile uzun uzun tartisild.
Bunlarin modern muzecilik anlayisina uygunlugu irdelenirken, bir yandan
da mevcut muze binasi ve sit alani ile uyumu incelendi.
Nihayet 2006 yilinda Mimar. Mtih. Cengiz Bektas gorevlendirildi.
Aylar stren arastirma ve calismalar sonucunda en uygun yer belirlendi ve
proje calismasina baslanildi.
Bu arada kazi heyeti tarafindan secilen yerde arkelojik kazi yapildi. Bulunan
gec Roma donemine ait yerlesim kalintilar1 da dikkate alinarak, bunlara za-
rar vermeyecek bir mimari turtt benimsendi.
2007 yili Subat ayinda temel atildiktan sonra ayn1 yilin Ekim ayinda proje
tamamlandi.
Bu hali ile Sevgi Gontl Sebasteion Salonu, tarihi ve kulttirel mirasimiza say-
g1 ve duyarliligin bir 6rnegi olarak ortaya ¢ikt.
Basta Sevgi Gonul olmak tizere, Geyre Vakfrnin katkilari ile gerceklestirilen
bu proje sayesinde, gun 1s1gina ¢ikmalarindan yirmi iki sene sonra, Sebas-
teion kabartmalari, yerli ve yabanci gezginler ve bilim adamlarinin begeni-
sine sunuluyor.
Kanaatimizce, Bat1 Anadolunun bu benzersiz antik kenti bundan boyle daha
fazla ilgi cekecek, daha fazla sayida gezgin tarafindan ziyaret edilecektir.
Bu kitapcik, okura gerek Sebasteion'un ozellikleri, gerek teshir edilen kabart-
malar hakkinda ozet bilgiler vermektedir.
Projenin gerceklesmis olmasindan mutluluk duyarken, bir yandan da,
cok arzu ettigi bu projenin hayata gecirilisine sahit olamayan halam Sevgi

Gonul't rahmetle aniyorum.

Omer M. KOC



PREFACE

he superb reliefs, unique in the ancient world that were found at Aph-

rodisas are at last being exhibited.

These high reliefs belonging to the Sebasteion temple were discovered
by Prof. Kenan T. Erim during excavations carried out between 1979-1986.
For years these masterpieces have languished in the excavation house and
museum stores waiting for a suitable home in which they could be exhibited
to the public.
As members of the Geyre Foundation we have commissioned several design
projects, which have been debated at length among ourselves and with mem-
bers of the excavation team.
Our main concerns were that the designs meet modern museum standards
and harmonise with the existing museum building and the conservation area.
Finally in 2006 the architect Cengiz Bektas was commissioned to produce a
design.
After months of research and preliminary work the most appropriate site was
chosen and work began on designing the building itself.
Meanwhile archaeological excavations were carried out on the chosen site, un-
covering remains of a late Roman settlement. Consequently the new building
was designed to avoid any harm to these remains.
In February 2007 the foundations were laid and construction was completed
in October of the same year.
In this way the Sevgi Gonul Sebasteion Hall emerged as an outstanding exam-
ple of sensitivity and respect for historical and cultural legacy.
Thanks to this building constructed with the contributions of Sevgi Gonul
and the Geyre Foundation, the Sebasteion reliefs can now be seen by local and
foreign visitors and scholars, 22 years after they were first uncovered.
In my view the outstanding ancient city of Aphrodisias in Western Turkey
will attract even more visitors now that these masterpieces are on show to the
public.
This booklet contains brief accounts of the Sebasteion and its high reliefs.
I am delighted at the completion of this long awaited gallery, which is dedi-
cated to the memory of my aunt Sevgi Gonul, who sadly did not live to see the
realisation of a project in which she was so deeply interested.

Omer M. KOC

GEYRE VAKFI - AFRODISYAS KAZILARI

987 yilinda bir avuc Afrodis-

yas sevdalisi tarafindan kurulmus

olan Geyre Vakfi, Afrodisyas antik
kentinde kultir, bilimsel arastirma ve
gelistirme konularinda faaliyette bulun-
may1 amac edinmis ve kurulus tarihin-
den itibaren Afrodisyas Antik kentinde
devam eden kazi ve restorasyon calisma-
lar1 i¢cin kaynak yaratmaktadar.
Diger yandan Afrodisyas antik kenti-
nin korunarak cevrenin de kalkinma-
sina yonelik calismalara destek verilir-
ken, antik cagin bu essiz eserlerinin
ve Afrodisyas antik kentinin dunya
kamuoyunda taninmasinin saglanmasi-
na yonelik calismalar yapilmaktadir.
Vakif 17 Ocak 2008 tarih ve 2008/13159
sayill T.C. Bakanlar Kurulu karan ile
kamu vyararina calisan vakif stattusi
kazanmistir.

Vakif Calismalar1 ve Afrodisyas’in
Gelecegine Katkimiz

Afrodisyas Antik Kenti’'nin korunarak
yasatilmasini hedefleyerek 2004 yilinda
Mimar Sinan Universitesi Sehir ve Planla-
ma Bolumu ile birlikte Afrodisyas Koruma
Plan: icin girisimlerde bulunularak Vakfi-
mizca 6n ¢alisma raporu hazirlanmistir.
2007 yilindan itibaren T.C. Kultur ve
Turizm Bakanhg ile Vakfimiz Afrodisyas
Alan Yonetimi konusunda birlikte calis-
makta ve bolgenin korunarak kalkinmasi
hedefine yonelik calismalara destek sagla-
maktadir.

Sebasteion Kabartmalari -

Sevgi Goniil Salonu

Geyre Vakfi, kurulusunun 21. yilin-
da basta muteveffa Sevgi-Erdogan Gonul

olmak tuzere Afrodisyas dostlarimizin
katkilariyla ulkemizin tarihi mirasina
Sebasteion Kabartmalar1 - Sevgi Gonul
Salonunu kazandirmay: basarmistir.
Tarihi mirasa son derece duyarli bir yakla-
simla Mimar Cengiz Bektasin projesi-
ne uygun olarak gerceklestirilen bu salon-
da Sebasteion Kabartmalar1 hikayeleri ile
birlikte teshir edilmektedir.

Her biri 10-20 parca halinde toprak altin-
dan c¢ikan bu kabartmalar, konunun
uzmani kisiler tarafindan onarilarak
ziyaretcilerin begenisine sunulmaktadir.
Bu onarim isi de yine Geyre Vakfrnin
katkilari ile gerceklesmistir.

Vakif, bugtne kadar gerceklestirdigi pek
cok katkinin yani sira, adi gecen kabart-
malarin bulundugu ana mekan, Sebaste-
ion Tapmagimin da anastylosis calisma-
larin1 (yapinin yeniden ayaga kaldirilma-
s1) desteklemekte olup, 2010 yili sonuna
kadar, bu tapinak da kismen eski halini
almis olacaktir.

Geyre Vakf1 Yonetim Kurulu

Omer M. Kog
Vakif Baskani

Sennur Hamamcioglu
Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi

Vural Gokcayli
Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi
Yasemin Pirin¢cioglu
Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi

Mesut llgim
Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi

Giines Oztaraker
Y.Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi
Cemile Garan
Y.Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi

Kim Erkan )
Y.Yonetim Kurulu Uyesi



GEYRE FOUNDATION — APHRODISIAS EXCAVATIONS

eyre Foundation was founded in

1987 by a handful of people who

love Aphrodisias. The founda-
tion aims to develop cultural and scientific
research and development in the antique city
of Aphrodisias. The foundation also creates
funds for excavation and restoration activities
in the antique city.
Geyre Foundation also supports the protec-
tion of the antique city of Aphrodisias and
the development of the surrounding area,
while working for the worldwide recogni-
tion of these unmatched works of art and
Aphrodisias itself.
The non profit public interest statue of this
association was approved by the Council of
Ministers resolution number 2008/13159 on
January 17, 2008.

Foundation’s Work and Our Contribution
for the Future of Aphrodisias

In 2004, attampts were made for the
Aphrodisias Protection Plan in order to per-
petuate the antique city of Aphrodisias. A
preliminary work report was prepared in
collaboration with Mimar Sinan University
Department of City and Regional Planning.
Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism and
Geyre Foundation have been in collabora-
tion on site management since 2007 and have
supported the protection and development of
the area.

Sebasteion Reliefs
Sevgi Goniil Hall

Geyre  Foundation ~managed to open
Sebasteion Reliefs — Sevgi Gonul Hall on the

21th anniversary of the foundation’s estab-
lishment and thus made a contribution to the
historical heritage of our country with the
help of friends of Aphrodisias, the late Sevgi
Erdogan Gontil being the foremost.

Sebastion reliefs and their stories are on dis-
play in this hall, which was actualized with
an understanding of historical heritage,
in accordance with the project of architect
Cengiz Bektas. Reliefs which were excavated
in 10-20 pieces were restored by experts and
they are now being exhibited for the apprecia-
tion of the visitors.

Restoration work was also realized with the
contributions of Geyre Foundation.

In addition to the contributions which were
actualized until now, Geyre Foundation also
supports the anastylosis project of Sebasteion
Temple (archeological reassembly of ruined
monument) and the temple is going to be
partly reconstructed by the end of the year
2010.

Geyre Foundation Board of Directors

President
Omer M. Ko¢

Board Member
Sennur Hamamcioglu
Board Member
Vural Gok¢ayl
Board Member
Yasemin Piringcioglu
Board Member
Mesut Ilgim

Assistant Board Member
Giines Oztarakgt
Assistant Board Member
Cemile Garan

Assistant Board Member
Kim Erkan

Sebasteion Sevgi Goniil Salonu
Sebasteion Sevgi Goniil Hall

Katkida Bulunanlar
Contributors

1961-91 yillar1 arasindaki 30 yilhik
sturede Afrodisyas kazilarimi gercek-
lestiren Prof. Dr. Kenan T. Erim, bu
antik kenti dunyaya kazandirdi.
1979-85 yillar1 arasindaki kazilar-
da ortaya cikarilan Sebasteion Sevgi
Gonul Salonu, Roma Imparatorluk
Donemi tapmmak kompleksine ait
kabartmalari sergilemektedir.
Sebasteion Sevgi Gonul Salonunun
insas1 ve kabartmalarin restorasyonu
asagidaki birey ve kurumlarin deste-
giyle gerceklesmistir:

Kenan Erim

Sevgi Gonul — Erdogan Gonul
Rahmi M. Koc

Semahat Arsel — Vehbi Ko¢ Vakfi
Omer M. Koc

Geyre Vakf, Istanbul
Fuat Bayramoglu
Vural Gokecayh
Sennur Hamamcioglu
Yasemin Pirinc¢ioglu

Prof. Dr. Kenan Erim was the chief of
Aphrodisias excavations for 30 years
between 1961-1991 and he is the
foremost contributor to the worldwide
fame of Aphrodisias.

Reliefs from the Roman Empire Era
temple complex which were excavated
between 1979-85 are on display in
Sebasteion Sevgi Gontil Hall.
Restoration of the reliefs and
construction of Sebasteion  Sevgi
Gonul Hall was actualized with the
support of the following:

Ayse Silan
Abdurrahman Hanci
Mesut Illgim

Gunes Oztaraket
Cemile Garan

Kim Erkan

Ethem Sancak

Gilles Leraille

Yap1 Kredi Ozel Bankacilik
Tapras A.S.

Aygaz AS.
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Sebasteion Sevgi Gonitl Salonu Kabartmalar:
Sebasteion Sevgi Gonul Hall Reliefs

Kabartmalara maddi destek asagidakiler tarafindan saglanmistir:
Individual sculptures were sponsored by:

LIVIA VE KURBAN SAHNESI

NERO VE ESIiR

CLAUDIUS VE BRITANYA

HERACLES VE ANTAIOS

PERILER VE BEBEK DIONISOS

LEDA VE KUGU

ARES

iKi PRENS

ANKHISES VE APHRODITE

NYSA VE BEBEK DIONYSOS

TIBERIUS VE ESIR

SOYLU KAHRAMAN VE AV KOPEKLERI
POSEIDON VE AMPHITRITE
AUGUSTUS VE VICTORIA
IMPARATOR VE ROMA HALKI
BELLEROPHONTES

AGON

10 VE ARGOS

SILAHLI ROMA

MITOLOJIK CIFT

OTURAN ZEUS

HYGIEIA

IMPARATORLARIN ZAFERLERI

UC GUZELLER

APOLLON VE MOUSA (ESIN PERISI)
VICTORIA (ZAFER)

ROMA VE GE

MELEAGROS VE ATALANTE
CLAUDIUS VE AGRIPPINA

APOLLON VE SOYLU KAHRAMAN
VIRTUS TARAFINDAN TACLANDIRILAN AFRODIT
AINEAS’IN TRUVADAN KACISI
CLAUDIUS VE AGRIPPINA

HERAKLES TARAFINDAN KURTARILAN PROMETHEUS
DIOSKUR OLARAK BETIMLENEN PRENS
AKHILLEUS VE PENTHESILEA

Mimar / Architect: Cengiz Bektas

Proje Koordinatorii / Project coordination: Orhan Atvur

AYDAN SEMKER

AYSE BEYAZIT

AYSE - SELAHATTIN BEYAZIT
BANU - MURAT TUMAY

BELMA SIMAVI

CEMILE GARAN

ELCIN - RAHMI GUMRUKCUOGLU
ELCIN BENICE GUMRUKCUOGLU
EMEL HARUNOGLU

EVA-HANRI MACARO

FULYA - ESREF CERRAHOGLU
GUIA-ALDO KAZLOWSKI
GULDEN - NECMETTIN TUFEKCI
GULEN ONGOR

HASAN AKSOY

JULIDE BERKMAN

MEHMET RAGIP DEVRES
MONIQUE-CERI BENARDETE
NESLIGUL AKSOY
NESTEREN-FUAD BAYRAMOGLU
OMER M. KOC

REZZAN-AYLIN BENARDETE
ROULA VE MEHMET HABBAB
RUKSAN-MEHMET URGUPLU
SEMA-BARBAROS CAGA
SEMAHAT ARSEL

SEMAHAT ARSEL
SEMRA-GURBUZ TUMAY
SENNUR-MUNIR HAMAMCIOGLU
SEYMA (BILIMER) ARSEL

TILDA HASSAN

TULIN - ERDOGAN DEMIROREN
YASEMIN-FATIH KARAMANCI
ZEYNEP - MURAT TUMAY

AYGAZ AS

TUPRAS AS

Mermer Kabartmalarin Konservasyonu / Conservation of marble reliefs: Trevor Proudfoot,
Cliveden Conservation ve Hikmet Apaydin yonetimindeki yerli tas ustalar1 / Trevor
Proudfoot, Cliveden Conservation, with local specialists under Hikmet Apaydin

Sergi Tasarimi ve Kabartmalarin Montaj1 / Exhibition design and installation of reliefs:

Gerhard Paul, Thomas Kaefer

Bilgi Panolarinin Tasarimi / Design of information panels: Harry Mark
Arkeolojik Arastirma / Archaeological research: RR.R. Smith

11



oma Imparatorlugunun uzun

stiren hakimiyeti —Pax Romana—

altinda gelisen Afrodisyas, Bati
Anadolu’daki zengin klasik donem kent-
lerinden biridir. Kent, antik Karyamn bir
parcast olup Romamin Asya eyaleti buin-
yesinde M.O. 38de ozerklik kazanmi-
sir. Son derece iyi korunaklt yerlesim yeri,
Menderes nehrinin  glineyindeki verim-
li ovada kurulmustur ve Ege denizine 200
km uzakliktadir. 1961 yihinda New York
Universitesi’nin baslattigr kazi ¢alisma-
lari, 1990 yihna kadar Prof. K. T. Erim
yonetiminde gerceklesmis, 1991°den itiba-
ren ise tarafimdan devam ettirilmektedir.
Sehir, antik anlayisa gore kendisini tam bir
sehir-devlet haline getiren biiytik kamu-
sal binalara (tapinak, agora, bouleterion
-meclis binast-, tiyatro, stadyum, hamam-
lar ve kemerli meydanlara) Roma done-
minde kavusmustur. Bu binalar ve arala-
rinda yukselen heykeller, kente yaklasik
bir bucuk kilometre uzakliktan cikartilan

kaliteli yerli mermerden yapilmistir.
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Sehirdeki en onemli amtsal kompleks-
lerden biri Sebasteion veya diger adiy-
la Imparatorlar Tapmagrdir (M.S. birin-
ci yuzyil). Tapinak, Roma imparatorla-
1 ve Yunan kahramanlarm alsilmadik
sekilde bir araya getiren son derece goste-
risli mermer kabartmalarla stislenmistir.
Sebasteion kompleksi, gunimiizde stirdii-
riillen arastirma ve koruma calismalari-
mn onemli bir odagidir. Geyre Vakfrmin da
katkilariyla Sebasteion binastmn bir bolii-
mintin birebir restorasyonu veya anastilo-
sisi (sutunlarin yerlerine dikilmesi) yapil-
makta olup, gtinimiize kadar gelen seksen
mermer kabartma yeniden koruma alti-
na alnmis ve onemli kabartmalar: sergi-
lemek amaciyla, Cengiz Bektas tarafindan
tasarlanan yeni bir miize binasinda teshire
sunulmuslardir.
Prof. R.R.R. Smith
Kazi Heyeti Baskan

phrodisias was a properous clas-

sical city of western Anatolia

that flourished under the long
peace of the Roman Empire. The city was
part of ancient Caria and fell within the
Roman province of Asia from which it was
granted local autonomy in 38 BC. The
site is extraordinarily well-preserved and
lies about 200 km from the Aegean coast,
situated in a fertile valley south of the
Meander river. The archaeological inves-
tigation that was started by a team from
New York University in 1961 was directed
by Prof K. T. Erim till 1990, and contin-
ued by me from 1991 on.

During the Roman period, the town
acquired all the grand public buildings
that in ancient thinking made it a proper
city-state -temple, agora, council house,
theatre, stadium, baths, and porticoed
squares. These buildings and the statues
displayed among them were made of high-
quality local marble quarried less than a
mile from the site.

One of the most important monu-
mental complexes in the city was the
Sebasteion or Temple of the Emperors
(first century AD). It was decorated with
an extravagant series of marble relief pan-
els that feature an unusual combination of
Roman emperors and Greek heroes. The
Sebasteion complex is a strong focus of
current research and conservation work
at the site. With the generous support of
the Geyre Foundation, a stone-for stone
reconstruction or anastyosis of part of the
Sebasteion building is being made, the
eighty surviving marble reliefs are being
newly conserved, and a new museum hall,
designed by Cengiz Bektas, is being built
for the display of the remarkable program
of reliefs.

Prof. RR.R. Smith

Director of Excavation Team
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